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Nature Awareness  
 

Our most popular program! This program 
gives you a little of everything BNC has to of-
fer! It is a great introduction to the nature pre-
serve and is made appropriate for any grade 
level or group. 
�
�

· Visit our Wildlife Ambassadors. 
 

· View backyard birds in our Tree-Top Vista. 
 

· Meet a Wildlife Ambassador up close. 
 

· Take an interpretive hike and visit the wood-
lands and pond. 

 
 

Fee: $2/student 
Max # of students: 90 
1-2 hours long, depending on your schedule 
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Scheduling Information 
 

·   Call BNC at (937) 698-6493 to schedule 
your field trip.  Programs must occur between 
the hours of 9am and 5pm.  
 

·   Please make your reservation at least 2 
weeks in advance.  Our schedule fills quickly, 
so a 3-month lead time is preferable. 
 

·   Our goal is to have students divided into 
groups no larger than 15 to ensure hands-on 
learning.  One free adult for every 15 students 
is included in your price.  Extra adults must 
pay program fee.  
 

·   Students may have a picnic lunch on site, 
visit our nature shop, or take home a souvenir 
grab bag made just for them! 
 

·   Programs are held rain or shine!  Make sure 
students are dressed for all weather conditions.  
If the weather becomes too severe to be out-
side, students will experience similar program-
ming indoors.   
 

·   Programs must be cancelled at least 24 hours 
in advance for a full refund.  The minimum 
program fee will be billed to no-shows. 
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Winter Wildlife (Dec. - Feb. only)  
 

· Meet Wildlife Ambassadors with adaptations 
to help them survive cold winters. 

 

· Visit the Tree Top Vista and learn to identify 
common Ohio winter  birds.  

 

· Go on a winter hike and see what animals 
are not hibernating, explore their tracks and 
find their winter homes. 

 
 

Fee: $2/student 
Max # of students: 90 
1-2 hours long, depending on your schedule 
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Dear Teachers, 
 

Brukner Nature Center is a 165 acre nature preserve that 
serves as a wonderful resource for hands-on experiential 
education.  The nature preserve features over 40 Wildlife 
Ambassadors (bobcat, bald eagle, birds of prey and 
more!), a great variety of natural habitats including prai-
rie, woodlands, wetlands and the Stillwater River, and the 
Iddings Log House, the oldest standing structure on its 
original site in Miami County.   
 

Brukner Nature Center has over 35 years of success in 
the field of environmental education. We feel our grounds 
offer the ideal outdoor classroom for students learning 
about Ohio’s wildlife and natural history.  We’ve devel-
oped a number of hands-on programs to choose from or 
give us a call and we would be happy to design a pro-
gram just for you!  We can’t wait to see you at BNC! 
 

BNC Staff 
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Explore the woods with your class on your own!  
Borrow binoculars, nets, field guides, scavenger 
hunts, or even clipboards, to enhance your explo-
ration of the nature preserve! You will also be able 
to reserve a lunch spot at our Amphitheater or the 
picnic tables.  Lesson plans and activities available 
upon request.   
 

Fee: $1.50/student 
Max # of students: 60  
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Pioneer Life 
 

This is a special 1 1/2 hour program where students are 
transported back to the 1800s and discover frontier life! 
· Investigate tools and toys that the Settlers used. Make 

your own pioneer toy to take home. 
 

· Take a hike through the woodlands & discover Native 
American traditions & practices. 

 

· Take a tour of the 1804 Iddings’ Log House.  
 

Fee: $2.00/student 
Max # of students: 60 
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Frontier Ohio - One of BNC’s top 
programs! 
 

This is a special two-day program 
where students are transported back to the 1800s 
and discover frontier life in the Miami Valley. 
· Explore the Iddings Log House, built in 1804 and 

the oldest structure still on its original site in Mi-
ami County. 

 

· Experience pioneer life through the following 
hands-on sessions: Pioneer Living, Pioneer Tools 
and Crafts, Native Americans, Pioneer School, 
Pioneer Games and live Animal Talk. 

  

· BNC staff and classroom teachers teach the vari-
ous sections.  Training provided! 

 

Fee: $5/student 
Max # of students: 60 
2 full days 
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Three for Pre 
 

This series includes 3 programs that consist of: 
· A 1 ½ hour fall field trip that focuses on fall col-

ors, shapes and textures in nature and includes a 
visit with a Wildlife Ambassador.  

 

· A 45-minute winter visit to your classroom for stu-
dents to meet Wildlife Ambassadors and learn 
about skin, scales, feathers & fur. 

 

· A 1½ hour spring field trip that focuses on spring 
colors, shapes and textures in nature ,  including a 
visit with a Wildlife Ambassador.  

 

Fee: $10/student for all three programs! 
Max # of students: 90 
3-Program Series 
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Animal Adaptations 
 

· Learn how animals are classified and study 5 
different vertebrate classes. 

 

· Meet four live Wildlife Ambassadors and 
discover how they feel, where they live, what 
role they play in the ecosystem. 

 

· Explore how wild animals use their adapta-
tions to survive. 
 

Fee: $2.00/student 
Max # of students: 
60 
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Insects 
 

· Discover parts of an insect, as one of your 
students is transformed into a giant bug! 

 

· Explore the different habitats insects live in, 
including pond, meadow and forest. 

 

· Use nets and collection jars to catch, exam-
ine and release a variety of insects. 

 

· Discover metamorphosis and observe differ-
ent life stages in a live specimen. 

 

Fee: $2.00/student 
Max # of students: 60 
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Mix and match your choice of programs for a 
customized full-day or multi-day Brukner Na-
ture Center experience all at a reduced price!  
Choose from Nature Awareness, Winter Wild-
life, Pioneer Life (all on the previous pages), Aquatics, Birds, Animal Adaptations, Insects, Conserva-
tion and the newly developed Reptiles & Amphibians and Mammals!  These lesson plans can be 
geared to all grade levels, emphasizing ecological concepts to meet your students needs - from wonder 
and awe to environmental issues.  All programs are 2 hours long, with a mid-day break for lunch.  
Changes in length can be made to accommodate travel and bus schedules.   
 

BNC is dedicated to the individual experience and staff attempt to create individual sessions with no 
more than 15 students per group.  Thus, 60 students per program is ideal, while up to 80 

can be accommodated understanding that the groups 
will have more than 15 students per session.  
 

# Number of Days   Fees * Max # Students 
1 day (2 programs) $3.50/student 60 Students 

2 days (4 programs) $7.00/student 60 Students 

3 days (6 programs) $10.00/student 60 Students 
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Conservation 
 

· Discuss the differences between conservation 
and preservation. 

 

· Take a hike to a remote corner of the BNC 
woods and discover examples of adaptations, 
food chains, diversity, nature’s cycles, succes-
sion and more. 

 

· Make a beaded bracelet and review these  con-
cepts through a Native American story. 

 

Fee: $2.00/student 
Max # of students: 60 
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Mammals 
  

· Meet a wildlife ambassador and discover their 
amazing adaptations. 

 

· Study Ohio’s only winged mammal and play 
games to explore their unique adaptations. 

 

· Examine a variety of mammal skulls to discover 
the tooth structure of carnivores, omnivores and 
herbivores. 

 

Fee: $2.00/student 
Max # of students: 60 
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Birds 
 

· Identify a variety of bird study skins using a 
key as a guide. 

 

· Go ‘birding’ with real binoculars. 
 

· Visit our Tree Top Vista to identity some of 
Ohio’s common birds by sight and sound.  

 

· Discover bird characteristics and adapta-
tions using actual skulls and feathers. 

 

· Meet a Wildlife Ambassador and  discover its 
role in Ohio’s ecosystems. 

 

Fee: $2.00/student 
Max # of students: 60 
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Aquatics 
 

· Explore 3 different aquatic ecosystems -       
pond, back channel and river - and discover 
the wildlife that live in each habitat.   

· Learn how we can determine water quality us-
ing the creatures we find. 

 

· Discover how animals use cool adaptations to 
survive in different aquatic environments.  

 

Fee: $2.00/student 
Max # of students: 60 
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Reptiles & Amphibians 
 

· Meet two Wildlife ambassadors and discover the 
similarities and differences between amphibians 
and reptiles. 

 

· Become scientists and study the ecosystem that 
lives under a rotten log. 

 

· Discover how a snake sheds its skin and how a 
toad catches its prey. 

 

Fee: 
  $2.00/student 
Max # of  
  students: 60 
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Dear Teachers,  
 

Brukner Nature Center offers a variety of programs for 
your classroom that focus on the wildlife around us.  All 
programs are age appropriate and meet Ohio State Stan-
dards, while providing hands-on activities and visuals 
along with the opportunity to meet live animals native to 
Ohio.   
 

Brukner Nature Center has over 40 Wildlife Ambassadors, 
or permanent animal residents that range from a red-tailed 
hawk to a spotted salamander.  Bringing live animals to 
your school gives students a greater appreciation for Ohio 
wildlife and the diverse habitats Ohio has to offer.   
 

In addition to the programs listed below, we can easily ac-
commodate your needs by creating a program that meets 
your specific grade level objectives. Just give us a call and 
we can design your very own program right now!   
 

We are excited about the programs that we offer and we 
believe our Wildlife Ambassadors make our programs truly 
unforgettable.  Schedule your student’s wildlife experience 
today!  
 

Thanks, BNC Staff 
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Live! Animal Talks 
Our most requested outreach program!  
 

· Enjoy the excitement your students will feel 
as they meet our Wildlife Ambassadors up 
close and personal! 

 

· Examine lots of hands-on props like furs, 
skulls, skins and skeletons! 

 

· Personalize your wildlife program by fo-
cusing on a specific group of animals or a 
specific ecological concept. 

 

Program length: 1 hr  
 (45 min. for preschoolers) 
Fee: $45/program plus mileage of $.50/mile 
Max # of students: 30/classroom 
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Scheduling Information 
 

·   Please call Brukner Nature Center at (937) 
698-6493 to schedule your program or e-mail 
us at info@bruknernaturecenter.com for more 
information. 
 

·   Maximum class size is 30 students/session, 
although assembly programs may be arranged.  
Maximum number of programs/day is 4.  
 

·   Please make your reservation at least 2 
weeks in advance. Our schedule fills up 
quickly so 3 months is preferable.  
 
There is a 10% discount 
for each additional pro-
gram per day.  It’s best if 
one room is used for all 
programs with students 
coming to that classroom 
during their allotted time 
period. 
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Owl Extraordinaire   
 

· Meet a Wildlife Ambassador owl. 
 

· Discover owls’ unique adaptations and examine feathers, 
skulls and talons. 

 

· Learn to identify Ohio’s owls by their call. 
 

· Dissect owl pellets and explore an owl’s role in the food chain. 
 

· Students will take home the bones found in their owl pellet!. 
 

Program length: 1 1/2 hrs  
Fee: $75/program + mileage of $.50/mile 
Max # of students: 30/classroom 
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Endangered Species 
 

· Meet Wildlife Ambassadors in Ohio that are ei-
ther thriving or in danger of becoming a threat-
ened species!   

 

· Discover what characteristics make some ani-
mals experience a drop in their population while 
others are growing. 

 

· Explore Ohio's past and examine the bones and 
fur of animals that were once abundant. 

 

· Discuss the terms endangered, threatened, ex-
tinct and extirpated. 

 

· Students will get an Ohio fossil to reinforce the 
concept that we were once covered by a vast 
shallow sea. 

 

Program length: 1 1/2 hrs  
Fee: $75/program + mileage of $.50/mile 
Max # of students: 30/classroom 
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Wild about Water  
 

· Meet a Wildlife Ambassador and discover 
how acid rain and polluted water affects its 
survival. 

 
 

· Using a 3D Enviroscape, learn how wetlands 
act as filters within our watersheds and in-
vestigate the role of wetlands right here in 
the Miami Valley. 

 

· Reinforce the water cycle as students become 
a molecule that journeys through glaciers, 
oceans, lakes, clouds, groundwater, rivers, 
animals, soil, and plants in a hands-on game. 

 

· Students will make a bead bracelet as a re-
minder of their journey. 

 

Program length: 1 1/2 hrs  
Fee: $75/program  
 + mileage of $.50/mile 
Max # of students:  
 30/classroom 
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Brukner Nature Center is located five miles west of Troy and I-75,  
off State Route 55 on Horseshoe Bend Road. 

 

Brukner Nature Center is not accessible by bus from State Route 48. 
 

Check out our website for information on all that Brukner Nature Center  has to offer, from summer camps 
to night hikes, 5K runs to special interest groups, Haunted Woods to art exhibits and concerts!  

www.bruknernaturecenter.com 
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